Technical guidance - 6.3/06 / / / / / /

Timber stud partitions

The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how

to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark,
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship.
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use
or reliance by any third party.

Question

Are intermediate noggings required in timber stud partitions?

Considerations

e NHBC Standards clause 6.3 — S4(b) refers to the minimum size for noggings when provided as part of a design
for load-bearing stud partitions.

e NHBC Standards Appendix 8.2 — A refers to the provision of hoggings when applying ceramic wall tiling on stud
partitions.

e BS 8212 ‘Dry lining and partitioning using gypsum plasterboard’ refers to the provision of noggings to all
horizontal plasterboard edges in walls.

e Intermediate noggings increase the stiffness of a partition and help reduce twisting during drying out of the
studs.

e Plasterboard manufacturers’ recommendations do not require intermediate noggings for the fixing or support of
plasterboard when fixed to vertical studs spaced at max. 600mm centres.

Answer

Unless required as part of the design of the stud partition intermediate noggings are not normally required.
However, the provision of intermediate noggings is considered good practice as they improve the stiffness of the
partition and reduce the risk of the timber studs twisting during the drying out period.
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