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The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Lightweight drainage covers
(August 2024) (Second issue - supersedes December 2008)

Considerations
	z  Covers, which can be easily lifted, pose a risk to children falling in or allow them to throw objects into the drains, 

which may cause blockages and a health hazard.
	z  Approved Document H (England & Wales) says that small lightweight access covers should be secured (for 

example by screws) to deter unauthorised access (for example by children).

Answer
Small lightweight access covers to private drains should be:

1. too heavy for children to lift, or
2. secured by screws, or
3. of a design which requires the use of a key to lift the cover from the frame.

In all cases the frame should be securely fixed to the chamber and/or bedded in mortar to avoid it being lifted with 
the cover.

Question
Should lightweight covers to drainage systems be secured by screws to deter children from lifting them?
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