
The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Considerations
	z �Approved Document B (England), Approved Document B (Wales), Technical Handbook – Domestic 2 

Fire (Scotland) and Building Regulations Part E (Northern Ireland) refer to 60 – minutes fire protection for 
compartment walls between buildings.

	z �30 – minutes fire protection is considered sufficient between private garages and may be achieved by providing 
a ceiling to the underside of the roof structure, or by extending the compartment walls to the underside of the 
roof covering.

	z �The ceiling or compartment walls between roofs should be constructed to provide reasonable security against 
break-ins from adjoining garages.

Answer
1.	 �Fire protection 

Fire protection may be provided by the compartment walls, as shown in figure 1, or by use of a fire-rated ceiling, 
as shown in figure 2.

2.	 �Security 
It is considered that the following should provide adequate security:
	z Walls – masonry construction or timber frame with two layers of plasterboard on each side.
	z Ceilings – two layers of plasterboard

3.	 �Pairs of detached garages 
Fire protection is optional between pairs of private garages when their combined floor area is less than 30m2 
and their construction is of substantially non-combustible materials e.g. slate, concrete or clay roof tiles and 
external masonry walls. 
 
Security is still required, as described above, by use of two layers of plasterboard or one layer of plywood or OSB 
with minimum thickness of 6mm or 9mm respectively applied to both sides of the compartment wall.

Question
With regard to fire protection and security, how should the compartment walls be constructed between private 
garages in garage blocks with pitched roofs?
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1.	 Masonry compartment wall extended to roof line and fire stopped above and below roof underlay.
2.	 �Alternative construction – masonry compartment wall extended to underside of roof trusses with timber frame 

spandrel infill above. Infill clad both side with two layers of plasterboard. Fire stopped above and below roof 
underlay and at junction with top of wall. Note: for pairs of garages the two layers of plasterboard may be 
substituted with one layer of plywood or OSB, minimum thickness 6mm and 9mm respectively, applied both 
sides of the wall.

3.	 �Masonry compartment wall extended above plasterboard ceiling with plasterboard butted tight to face of wall. 
Sealed to wall with intumescent sealant.

4.	 �Alternative construction – plasterboard ceiling continued across party line with masonry compartment wall built 
up tight to underside of plasterboard. Sealed to plasterboard with intumescent sealant.

5.	 �Ceiling constructed to provide 30 – minutes fire protection. e.g. two layers of 12.5mm plasterboard on timber 
joists (minimum 38mm wide) or bottom cord of trusses (minimum 35 mm wide) at maximum 600 mm centres 
with an overlay of quilt. 
or, 
two layers of 12.5mm Type F fire resistant plasterboard with taped and jointed or plaster skim finish, on joists 
(minimum 42mm wide) or bottom cord of trusses (minimum 42mm wide) at maximum 600mm centres without 
an overlay of quilt.
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