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The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Japanese Knotweed
(August 2024) (Fourth issue - supersedes December 2016)

Considerations
	z �Although�Japanese�Knotweed�has�a�vigorous�growth�and�can�be�difficult�to�eradicate,�it�has�not�been�found�to�

cause structural damage.
	z It�can�grow�through,�and�cause�damage�to,�paved�and�tarmaced�surfaces.
	z There is strict legislation regarding its management and disposal.

Answer
Where Japanese Knotweed is found on a site advice on its control and disposal can be found at websites of the 
following organisations that operate Codes of Practice and/or Technical Standards for dealing with invasive 
species:-

Environment Agency at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency

INNSA – Invasive Non-Native Specialists Association at www.innsa.org/information

PCA – Property Care Association at www.property-care.org/homeowners/invasive-weed-control/

Question
Where Japanese Knotweed is found on a site what action should be taken?
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