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The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Support to cables in cable trays
(England & Wales only)
(November 2024) (Second issue - supersedes April 2011)

Considerations
Paragraph 5.38 of Approved Document B recommends:

	z  that protected circuits are provided where it is critical for an electrical circuit to be able to continue to function 
during a fire.

	z the method of cable support for protected power circuits should generally be non-combustible.
	z protected circuits should be separate from any circuit provided for another purpose.

Answer
Where cables are providing power to re alarm or other life safety systems these should be separate from other 
circuits and supported by non-combustible fixings. Steel fixings at maximum 1m centres are recommended.

In addition, all cables, including protected circuits, should be supported by non-combustible fixings within 500mm 
of the penetration of any re resisting structure such as compartment walls or fire resisting partitions. This support 
is considered necessary to reduce the likelihood of services being dislodged during a re and disrupting the re 
stopping around the cable penetrations through re resisting structures.

Question
Is it acceptable to support cables beneath inverted cable trays by use of combustible fixings (plastic ties)?  
This practice is frequently found in the common corridors to blocks of flats.
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