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The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Considerations
	z �Electrical installations and earth bonding should be carried out in accordance with BS 7671 ‘Requirements for 

electrical installations’.

Answer
For metal back boxes which are fully recessed and covered by the faceplate:

Sockets, fused spurs, etc

The earth wire(s) should be connected to the earth terminal on the socket.

Light switches

As there is usually no earth terminal on a light switch, the earth wire(s) should be connected to the earth terminal 
on the metal back box.

If you have any queries relating to the electrical installation ask to see the Electrical Completion Certificate supplied 
by the electrical contractor.

Question
Should an earth connection be made to the earth terminal on metal back boxes for electrical sockets and light 
switches, etc?

Electrical – earth bonding metal back boxes
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