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The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Fire doors to bathrooms
(November 2024) (Second issue - supersedes December 2008)

Considerations
	z �Approved Document B (England and Wales) requires all doors on to a protected stairway to be fie doors, 

however, it is generally accepted that a bathroom/cloakroom poses a low fire risk and therefore the door need 
not be a fire door.

	z A fire door should be provided between a bedroom and the protected stairway.

Answer
A fire door is required between a bedroom and a protected stairway.

Where there is an intervening bathroom between the bedroom and protected stairway a fire door should be 
provided either between the bedroom and bathroom (sketch 1) or between the bathroom and protected stairway 
(sketch 2). In each case, the second door can be a non-fire rated door.

The partition in which the fire door is hung should form part of the protected enclosure and meet the required fire 
resistance.
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Question
Is a fire door required to a bathroom within a three storey dwelling, where the bathroom can be accessed from 
both the stairwell and an adjoining bedroom?
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